
Jackson R-2 Gifted Education Program 

Elementary Grades 1-5 

 

 

A quick guide to our gifted education program! 
 Advanced 

 Learning 

 Enrichment/extension 

 Research &  

 Technology 
 

ALERT Program Contact Information: 
Director of Gifted Education  Dr. Jessica Maxwell, East Elementary Principal  573-243-5271 

     jmaxwell@jackson.k12.mo.us 

 
Gifted Testing    Miriam Mouser, Psychological Examiner  573-243-9527 

     mmouser@jackson.k12.mo.us 

 
ALERT Grades 1-5   Staci Beussink, East Elementary   573-243-5271 

     sbeussink@jackson.k12.mo.us 

 
ALERT Grades 6-7   Rachel Glisson, Jackson Middle School  573-243-9543 

     rglisson@jackson.k12.mo.us  
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Just The Nuts 

& Bolts 

CLASS SCHEDULE 

Each student attends once a 
week, for ½ day – a morning or 
afternoon session 

Session for your child depends 
on the school’s location, regular 
class schedule, and bus 
transportation 

Classes may be one grade level, 
or a mix of two grades 

Daily Transportation 
to/from ALERT 

 

Morning Session: North, 
Millersville, and Gordonville 
students can ride/switch buses 
into town their morning of ALERT 
or be dropped off by parents at 
East Elementary. 

South, West Lane, and Orchard 
students check in at school first 
and ride ALERT bus over. 
Parochial students are provide 
their own transportation to/from 
IC and St. Paul. 

Afternoon Session: District 
students are picked up and 
dropped off at their home school 
by the ALERT bus. 

Class Supplies 

 1 or 1 ½” inch view binder (kept in our classroom) 

 5 tab dividers for our binder to organize our work! 

 Optional: “take-home” folder to transport papers to you 

Emergency Contact Information Sheet 

Please return/send with your child to ALERT as soon as 
possible with any updated information: 

 Current address & family information 

 Health/Allergy Concerns **Important! 

 Preferred email address – for notes, reminders & 
newsletters  

Important: Preferred email, phone number and/or text 
message for class cancelation notice. Often times this is due to 
illness and I need the quickest and easiest way to let you know 
your child’s session is canceled for that day — See the 
“Remind” text/email information for easiest way! 



What do We Study? 
 “Thinkercises” & Warm-Up: A Brain-Up way for me to start our sessions 

and give you quick feedback at the end of the session each week  

 All project work & research is done in class 

 Topics of study vary from year to year, based on student interest and 
curriculum focus 

 For each major unit of study each year, 17 performance skills assessed 
under 5 categories of performance: Information Processing, Problem Solving, 
Critical Thinking, Communication, and Responsibility  

 Most basic school supplies are provided, occasionally may ask help in 
securing specific items for projects  

1st & 2nd Grades  
 Identifying learning styles with inventories, focusing on learning strengths and multiple intelligences 

 Project-style products to demonstrate learning and expression of ideas and creativity for solving a “Real World” 

question for unit 

 Projects are a combination of individual and “team” effort throughout unit learning 

 Class activities include checklists to scaffold and teach organization of ideas when researching and presenting 

information to class, as well as scoring guides and expectation criteria 

 Primary research—types of book resources 

 Technology—internet terminology, key words & search engines, PowerPoint, Word, keyboarding, saving & 

accessing digital folder for project work  

Primary grades 
are assessed 
on progress 

using the first 
four levels of 
performance: 

Beginning 

Emerging 

Learning 

Accomplishing 

Upper grades 
are assessed 
on progress 

using the last 
four levels of 
performance: 

Learning 

Accomplishing 

Excelling 

Exceptional 



3rd & 4th Grades  

 

5th Grade 

 Implementing project-style products to demonstrate learning and ex-

pression of ideas and creativity – solving a “Real World” Question 

 Projects include more partner/team collaboration, students are typically 

grouped together as a “team” to share and adapt ideas 

 Using learning styles and multiple intelligences to select product choic-

es that utilize their strengths 

 Semi-scaffolded activities that teach organization through checklists, 

scoring criteria and expectations 

 Research – both “paper” and technological 

 Technology – Internet key words, reliable sources, search terminology, 

citation; implement PowerPoint, web page design, Word, Excel 

 Implementing project-style products to demonstrate learning and expression of ide-

as and creativity – solving for a “Real World” Question 

 Stock Market Challenge - Projects are now almost exclusively individual, may 

include occasional partner/team collaboration 

 Using learning styles and multiple intelligences to select products that utilize their 

strengths 

 Activity choices that require organization through checklists, scoring criteria and 

expectations 

 Research– both “paper” and technological resources 

 Technology – Internet key words, reliable sources, citation, search terminology; 

implement PowerPoint, Word, Excel, software to introduce coding concepts of 

creative computing 
 



 

How do we begin our learning for our curriculum units? 
Each year we begin by taking an introspective study of our learning styles and thinking levels. 

This is important in our themed units for project selection and progress towards 
demonstrating mastery for the in-depth and accelerated concepts we’re studying. 

 
Every other year, I also introduce a survey in which we take a light-hearted, but sincere 

approach to looking at our four basic personality styles during the first week of class. 
Identifying our strengths is a great opportunity to discuss our personality differences and how 
we work together with our peers and teachers. Research indicates there is a direct correlation 

between the way we’re wired (our personality) and the way we behave and communicate! 

Brain Breaks 
 

Whether your child attends a 
morning or afternoon session, 
our class sessions are almost a 
full 3 hours long. 

 
Important: Brain Break! These 
learning stretches can be 
draining without taking a little 
breather and consuming a snack. 
Granola bars, baggies of veggies, 
fruit or trail mixes are great. 
Please avoid sending anything 
candy-like.  

 
Students often have more than 
one unit or project running at the 
same time. This keeps the pace 
quicker and interest level high. 
When we meet just once a week 
we want to take advantage of 
every minute! 

 

Don’t forget to check your child’s Thinkercise activity sheet each 
week. These puzzles are a combination of various thinking 
exercises to challenge their ability to solve problems.  The 
emphasis is to TRY something new and EFFORT. It’s not always 
about knowing a specific answer. Do they know what 
questions to ask or steps to take to figure out how to find a 
solution? Can they focus on a task and solve it as the level of 
difficulty increases? These puzzles and brain teasers get our 
brains warmed up in the first few moments of ALERT class each 
week. 

 

Thinkercises are both logical and creative thinking activities. I 
love lateral thinking problems that require them to solve by 
asking more questions to refine thinking. 

 

Keep in mind, I do not expect students to get every problem 
correct, I want them to try a bit of everything. As we brainstorm 
and gain practice, students will gain experience in these higher 
thinking exercises. 

 

The points they score on Thinkercise puzzles is different from 
the project performance and behavior score for that day.  That 
score is highlighted under our daily learning goal your child 
writes on the Thinkercise. All “3’s” simply mean that your child 
is working exactly at the level and precision I expect in 
accelerated learning. Concerns, if any, will be written and noted 
for you. If you see the 3’s, it was a great day of learning! 



!

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ALERT Summer School??? 
 

Believe it or not, by request - YES!  

 
Each summer, two alternating special curricular units 
are designed to encourage learning beyond the school 
year! 

 Crime Investigations & Science Mysteries 

 Don’t Myth Out! Greek Mythology & Heroes 

 

Class Website 

For up-to-date info, schedule & calendar of 
events, find our District website: 

www.jacksonr2schools.com 
Select “East Elementary School” 

Click on the “Employee Listing” tab 

Click on “Visit Website” next to my 
name under Gifted – Voila! 

 

OR 

 

Website Shortcut: 
http://goo.gl/klqyBI 

 

OR 
 

Website QR Reader Code 

 

http://www.jacksonr2schools.com
http://goo.gl/klqyBI


Our District’s Standards-Based Reporting 
What does it mean for you and your child? 

 Formative Assessments to find mastery early in the regular 
classroom to allow earlier intervention or enrichment/
extension opportunities 

 Customized/alternate/tiered lessons opportunities  

 Choices in demonstrating MASTERY level (3) 

 Enrichment activities to explore mastered concepts in depth 

 Extension opportunities to expand knowledge, research, and 
add new learning beyond the concept mastered 

 

How You Can Help Your Child 
 

 Your support and advocacy for gifted education! Be vocal but be positive! 
www.mogam.org  

 Expose your child to as many different learning experiences – help those neural 
dendrites make connections, those new paths enable learning in every environment. 

 READ, READ, and READ more – encourage this in your home! 

  Ideas or suggestions for continued updating & replacing our ALERT technology 
resources in our classroom are 
always welcome – we 
always need help here.    

 Be involved in your child’s 
regular classroom too! Classroom teachers need your 
support to help meet the needs of your child. 
 

Find this guide online anytime to 

download and save on any device for 

future reference. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mogam.org/


Thank you for the opportunity to work and learn with your child! 

 

Staci Beussink 
ALERT Elementary Gifted Facilitator 

East Elementary    573-243-5271 

455 N. Lacey St.    Email: sbeussink@jackson.k12.mo.us  

Jackson MO 63755 

To receive messages via TEXT: 

  text @alerte to 81010. You can opt-out of 

messages at anytime by replying, unsubscribe 

@alerte 

 Trouble using 81010? Try texting @alerte to 

(816) 875-5897 

OR receive messages via EMAIL: 

  Send an email to 

alerte@mail.remind.com. To 

unsubscribe, reply with unsubscribe in 

the subject line. 


